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there are no full-time officers. Abingdon Borough and petty sessional
division share the services of a part-time male officer who receives
£10 a year. Female offenders appear to be put under any convenient
person, the local moral welfare worker being employed in some cases.
The work of the probation officer consists in making preliminary
inquiries before offenders are brought into court and in supervising
them when on probation. An important part of their work consists
in finding employment for probationers. In June 1937 all the Oxford
probationers had been provided for, and in Abingdon about 15 out
of the 21 male probationers were in jobs. In Abingdon the oppor-
tunities for employment are clearly fewer than in Oxford. For the
relief and assistance of probationers the officers may apply for small
sums from the magistrates' poor box, and from the combined area
probation funds*1
The Children and Young Persons Act of 19332 has greatly
added to the official work of the probation officers and has increased
their co-operation with the education authority. Apart from their
official duties the probation officers do a great deal of voluntary
work of many kinds, in particular they advise in a great variety of
cases. Parents of headstrong young persons will consult them as to
how to avoid their children's being brought into court, young men
and women with whom they have had earlier and official dealings
will return to ask their help in the finding of a job or the solution of
some new problem, in association with other social workers they
may be asked to find foster-mothers for the children of unmarried
girls, a woman whose husband is ill-treating her may appeal to them
for advice and moral support; there appears to be no limit to the
human problems with which they may be called upon to deal.
Prison.
'The ultimate sanction of every law is a prison sentence' (Mr.
James Maston, M.P., June 30th, 1937), and prisons thus form an
essential part of the machinery of maintaining law and order. H.M.
prison at Oxford is a local prison, that is to say it receives prisoners
committed by courts in Oxfordshire and the greater part of Berkshire
and Buckinghamshire who are not sent to specialized institutions
such as Borstal, Wakefield, and Wormwood Scrubs. Since March
1922 it has been used exclusively for male prisoners, women being
sent to Holloway or Birmingham, and young prisoners (i.e. between
the ages of 17 and 21) to a juvenile prison, if they are serving a sen-
tence of more than six months. The buildings surround and include
1 See p. 268 belov.	2 See pp. 248 ff, above.

